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more than doubled, the rural population fell to 94-9 per cent,
of that in 1926. Nevertheless agricultural production in-
creased rapidly. Nearly four times as much marketable grain
was produced in 1939 as in 1926.
The distribution of the larger towns of the Soviet Union,
and the population of the Soviet Republics, shown in the
tables at p. 585, illustrates clearly the growth of industrial
centres outside European Russia, and the growth of the
population of the non-Russian national groups.
It is noteworthy that, although in every republic the
greatest increase has been in the urban population, the rural
population still exceeds it. Nevertheless, the most striking fact
revealed By the 1939 census was undoubtedly the growth of the
number of inhabitants of towns. Karaganda, Magnitogorsk,
Kornsomolsk, and Stalinogorsk are entirely new towns which
did not exist before 1926. Together with Kounrad, Igarka,
and six industrial centres of the Kuznetsk basin which were
formerly villages, they are examples (with the exception of
Stalinogorsk) of industrial centres created in "areas where
there was practically no industry before the beginning of the
first Five Year Plan. The industrialization of the Urals,
Siberia, and the Far East has resulted in a total increase in
the population of these regions of nearly 6,000,000, or 33
per cent, since 1926, including 3,000,000 people who came
into these regions from other parts of the Soviet Union.
The increase in each of these regions was as follows:
PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF POPULATION (1926-39)
Western Siberia and the Urals
Sverdlovsk region .....          53
Novosibirsk region         .        .         .        .          53
Central and Eastern Siberia
Irkutsk region       .....          49
Chita region         .         .          ...        .          73
Buryat Mongolia  .....          39
'    Far East
Khabarovsk region         .         .         .         .        136
*            Maritime territories        ....          42